
  Monday,  November  6 ,  2017 
Vo lume 1,  Issue  2 Johnnycake Elementary School Newsletter 

Dear Johnnycake Families,  
We are well into our instructional program for the 2017-2018 school year.  We 
are focused on providing an exceptional instructional program for our 734 
students.  Our student clubs are in full swing. Our events and activities revolve 
around the BCPS Curriculum and the JES School Progress Plan in order to 
continue to promote student achievement in all areas.  Our mission and vision 
statements, as well as our goals and key actions from our School Progress Plan 
(SPP) are below.  They are also found on our school website.   

Johnnycake Vision 

We are a community of critical thinkers and lifelong learners focused on 
maximizing the potential of all students through a commitment to 
excellence. 

Johnnycake Mission 

Every student at Johnnycake Elementary School will be provided the highest 
quality, 21st century education in a safe, secure, and positive environment 
conducive to high levels of teaching, learning, and student engagement, 
resulting in globally competitive students prepared for their chosen college 
and/or career path. 

 

School Progress Goals 

Climate: The number of suspensions will decrease from 3.43 % of the 
student population to 1.0% or lower.   

Reading: The percentage of students meeting or exceeding their MAP growth 
target in ELA will increase or exceed from 66.7% to 70%.   
 
Math: The percentage of students meeting or exceeding their MAP growth target in 
Math will increase or exceed from 68.2% to 70%.  
 

Thank you to all of our family members who visited during American Education 
Week.  We appreciate your continued positive energy and support, and for 
sharing your children with us.   
Great things continue to happen at JES!  

With gratitude,  
 

Mrs. Fortkamp 
Principal  
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Upcoming Events 
• 11/13 - 17 – American 

Education Week  
• 11/16 - Report Cards 

Distributed - No Pre-K 
A.M or P.M Sessions 

• 11/17 - Elementary 
Conference Day - No 
School 

• 11/29 – School Pictures – 

Make Up Day  
• 11/23 - 24 - Thanksgiving 

Holiday - Schools and 
Offices Closed 

• 12/22  - 1/ 2/18 - Christmas 
Holiday/Winter Break - 
Schools and offices Closed 

• 1/15 – Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Birthday - 
Schools and Offices 
Closed 

• 1/19 - Second Marking 
Period Ends - Schools 
Close 3 Hours Early for 
Students 

• 2/1 – Report Cards 
Distributed 

• 2/19 – President’s Day - 
Schools and Offices 
Closed 

• 3/5 – 3/9 National School 
Breakfast Week  

• 3/5 – 3/11- National 
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Administrator Caseload 2017-2018 SY Counselor Caseload 2017-2018 SY 
Administrator Grades Counselor Grades 

Maryjane Salaga 
msalaga@bcps.org 

Pre K – 2nd Grade and 
CALS 

Nicole Parravano 
nparravano@bcps.org 

Pre K – 2nd Grade 

Regina Matthews 
rmatthews@bcps.org 

Grades 3 – 5 Alysha Gordon 
afanning@bcps.org 

Grades 3 - 5 

In order to support a closer collaboration between home and school, and to ensure that counseling support and 
instructional experiences are more tailored to student needs, the graphic below shows the caseload assignments for the 
2017-2018 school year. 

 

Raptor System 

To ensure a safe and secure learning environment for our students, BCPS uses the Raptor system for visitor 
sign-in.  Initial visits to Johnnycake will require visitors to present government issued photo identification or a 
driver’s license.  A visitor’s pass will then be issued.  Each time you visit Johnnycake, please be sure to report 
to the office.   

School Hours 

• Our school day is from 8:45 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. Students may enter the building at 8:45 a.m. 
• Arrival 8:45 a.m.- 9:00 a.m.  
• There is no supervision for any child dropped off before 8:45 a.m.  Unsupervised students are not 

permitted on school grounds prior to 8:45 a.m. 
• Homeroom begins at 8:45 a.m.    
• Students must arrive in their classrooms before the 9:00 a.m. bell.   
• If a student arrives after 9:00 a.m. they are considered tardy.  
• Dismissal 3:30 p.m.- 3:45 p.m. 
• Late pickups are monitored.  If a student is consistently picked up after 3:45 p.m., the student will be 

referred to our PPW, Howard Franklin. 
Office Hours 

• Office hours 8:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. 
• The front office will not be open for early dismissal between 3:15 p.m.- 3:45 p.m. on a daily basis.  If 

you arrive between that time to pick up your child, you will need to wait until 3:45 to do so.  
 

Are you Moving?  

If you have moved, please make sure you notify us immediately.  If you do not notify us within 15 days of 
moving then you are considered to be fraudulently enrolled.   

It is important for the school to have the most up-to-date information concerning your children in the event of 
an emergency.  Even if you switch apartments in the same development, you must re-register.  Any changes to 
email addresses or phone numbers need to be reported to the main office.   
Please contact our Johnnycake main office at 410-887-0823 with any questions.   
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Front Office News  



Virtue Moment 
Johnnycake’s virtues are COMMUNITY, EMPATHY, PERSEVERANCE, SELF-DISCPLINE and 
HONESTY. We recite our virtues each morning and the definition (see below) are shared.  Each month we will 
highlight a different virtue.   

During the month of September we highlighted the virtue of empathy.  Empathy is the ability to understand 
another person’s experience and how they feel.  Empathy inspires us to be giving and selfless.    

Last month we highlighted the virtue of perseverance.  To persevere is to continue trying to do something even 
though it is difficult.  We persist with a task until it is completed.   

This month we highlighted the virtue of self-discipline.  Self-discipline is the ability to make yourself do things 
that should be done.  Self-discipline gives us the will to persevere.   

In December we will highlight the virtue of honesty.  Honesty is being truthful and sincere.  When we are 
honest, we strive to keep our promises.  We admit mistakes even when we know someone may be disappointed 
or angry.   

Please talk to your students about our virtues and how they have displayed the virtues.   

 

Inclement Weather 
 

As the temperatures start to go down, please make sure your child comes to school with proper 
outdoor gear. Students go outside daily for recess unless it’s raining. Please make sure your child 
has a weather appropriate coat or jacket 

Keeping children and staff safe is the main factor in any decision to close or delay the opening of 
schools.  Information about the weather is gathered and considered from many sources before a 
decision is made.  BCPS receives hourly updates from AccuWeather and other weather 
information sources.   

ü Where can I find information about BCPS school closings or delays? 
 
BCPS school status information line: 443-809-5555 

TV/Radio: local radio and television stations, including The Education Channel and 
Comcast Cable Channel 73. 

Internet: www.bcps.org or www.schoolsout.com 

 

Transportation 

Be sure to notify your child’s teacher or office in 
writing of any change in your child’s transportation 

plans (i.e. bus rider vs pick up). Unless a note is 
received, students will be directed to take their normal mode of 

transportation. 
 



 

 
 

How to Read with a Beginning Reader: How to Support your Independent Reader: 

 
 

Restorative Practices Workshop in December 
We’d like to invite all JES parents and guardians to our upcoming Restorative Practice 
Workshop, which will be held during our December Chat and Chew, December 12 from 
9:00- 10:30.  Internationally renowned public speaker Dara Feldman will be our guest 
speaker.  Ms. Feldman is a Virtue’s Project Master Facilitator, Maryland’s Mother of the 
Year- 2015 and the author of The Heart of Education.  Dara Feldman’s website 
http://www.darafeldman.com has many free resources for parents and educators.  As part 
of our commitment to Restorative Practices, morning meetings are part of our culture at 
Johnnycake.  We use morning meetings to celebrate individual and class successes, 
address classroom issues, set goals and problem solve as a classroom community.   
 



¨ Let your child choose books they love.  
¨ Read a sentence and have your child 

repeat. 
¨ Play rhyming games (What rhymes 

with bat? Cat!) 
¨ Talk about the story during reading. 

(What do you think will happen next? 
How do you think the characters feel?) 

¨ Don’t be afraid to let your child read 
the same book over and over. 

¨ Encourage your child to read aloud to 
you. 

¨ Visit your local library. 
¨ Prompt your child to track with their 

fingers to encourage fluency and 
accuracy. 

¨ Read for at least 15-20 minutes a 
night. 

¨ Let your child choose books at 
BOTH his or her reading and 
interest level. 

¨ Have your child read each night 
for at least 20 minutes 
independently. 

¨ Discuss overall theme. (What are 
the main ideas in the story? What 
can you learn from the characters 
in this book?) 

¨ Have your child write about the 
characters, problem and resolution 
in as story. 

¨ Encourage your child to read aloud 
for fluency and expression from 
time to time. 

¨ Designate a time (or spot at home) 
for reading each night. 

¨ Stay connected to what they are 
reading. 



 
 

 

Spanish Program Middlebury Log-In Information 

Attention 4th and 5th grade parents- the Spanish online Middlebury Interactive program, 
which is a supplement to the in-person teaching, can be accessed at home 24/7.  You need 
GOOGLE CHROME installed on your device.  Then access BCPS One.  Your child will 
use his/her BCPS One username and password to access the program.  Ask your child to 
show you how he/she logs on and to show you the assignments and speaking 
tests/quizzes that have been completed.   

Top Dreambox Achievers for Summer 2017! 
	

We had many Johnnycake Jaguars who spend part of their summer working on math 
skills using Dreambox.   The top ten students in primary and intermediate who completed 
the most lessons are listed below. 

 
Primary Grades Intermediate Grades 

Humza H. Taylor B. 
Dunia R. Landon C.  
Jesus A. Eric M.  
Josue A. Joy O.  
Nyla N. Sylvia E.  

Brooklyn T. Caliah J.  
Jorge A. Sarah E.  

Antonio P. Dominick D.  
Eshan Z. Faziri J.  

Rachael Z. Aaliyah W.  
	

Taylor B. in fifth grade completed 90 lessons this summer, and Humza H. in second 
grade completed 106 lessons!  Both received a Jump Zone grand prize.  Thanks to Chick-
Fil-A and Applebee’s for supplying prizes for the 56 students who completed 10 or more 
lessons.  Watch next month to see which students completed the most lessons during the 
first quarter! 
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BCPS One 
 
BCPS One is an online resource for students 
and parents that will allow you to check grades 
and assignments, review curriculum, complete 
assignments, access educational resources and 
link to school websites. This is a great access 
tool for parents and students! If you have 
questions about BCPS One, please contact 
Lisa Smith (lsmith22@bcps.org). 
 

Innovation Committee News    

Greetings JES Makers!    

Currently, there is a school wide Maker challenge in 
progress!  Classes will collect and use their clean 
breakfast trash to create one art piece that represents 
JES.  There will be a primary and an intermediate 
winner.  The winners will have their art piece displayed 
on the Maker Lab board or in front of the school.  The 
majority of the artwork must use the breakfast trash but 
other materials may be used.  Submissions are due 
November 20th.   

We will start collecting recyclable materials in our 
"Maker Bins" in front of the school on November 
3rd.  Thank you to parents and students who have sent 
in donations. Please remember that we are in need of 
CLEAN materials (e.g. no used pizza boxes or bottles 
with juice residue) and duct tape. Our Maker Lab letter 
will be sent home in November with a list of materials 
we will need to continue our maker projects. 

 Here is a link to a free newsletter with Maker 
information and ideas to help you and your child 
"make" at home: https://makezine.com and check out 
the BCPS Maker Newsletter at bcps.org. 

For more information on current Maker Lab projects 
and events, check out our Twitter page @JESmakes! 

 JES Makers INNOVATE TO EDUCATE! 
Twitter page @JESmakes! 
 
 

JES Makers INNOVATE TO EDUCATE! 
 

 

 

Grading Questions 
 

Community Resources Available at Johnnycake! 
  
Johnnycake continues to partner with Key Point Health 
Services and Thrive Behavior Health to provide convenient 
options for families who would benefit from participating in a 
variety of types of therapy services at school and in the 
community.  
Questions regarding Key Point Health Services, contact Liz 
Omberg, Therapist and questions for Thrive Behavioral 
Health, Adrian Stackhouse. 
 
Please feel free to contact Ilene Berman, School Social 
Worker; Alysha Gordon or Nicole Parravano, School 
Counselors for more information about referral. 
  

Ilene Berman, LCSW- C 

School Social Worker 

 

Johnnycake Elementary School   410-887-0823 

Edmonson Heights Elementary School  410-887-0818 

  
  

	

Library Media News 
  
Please remind your students to 

return library books every week. 
 

Thank you! Ms. Cross 
Librarian 

 

 
Interested in learning more about Special Education? 

 

Our PTA is seeking a parent of a child with an IEP to serve as a SPECIAL 
EDUCATION LIAISON.  The Liaison will serve as a link between our school 
and the Special Education Resource Center, communicating needs and news.  
Some of the function of the SPECIAL EDUCATION LIAISON are learning 

about he needs of children with disabilities, becoming, becoming familiar 
with the Special Education services offered by Baltimore County Public 

Schools, and promoting parent/school partnerships.  If you are interested, call 
410-887-0823. 
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 Dress Policy 
Children should be dressed appropriately for safety, modesty, personal hygiene and climate.  Hats/hoodies 
are to be removed in the building.  Sneakers and appropriate clothing should be worn on physical education 
days.  Additionally, appropriate footwear should be worn for outdoor recess.  Flip flops, backless sandals, and 
high heeled shoes are not conducive for running, and consequently, would not be appropriate for recess or 
physical education class. Shorts and skirts should extend beyond fingertips when the student’s arms are 
straightened to their side. Midriffs should not be showing.  Also, make-up is not appropriate for elementary 
school students. Children wearing inappropriate/offensive attire will be asked to change.  
Students will not be permitted to carry a purse during the school day.  
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Follow Team JES on Twitter! 

 

Johnnycake Elementary:  
@JohnnycakeElem 
 
Kindergarten: 
Ms. Cutter- @MrsLisaCutter 
Ms. Horowitz- @MrsHorowitzKJES 
 
Grade 1: 
Ms.  Pfaff- @pfaff_mrs 
Ms. Caplan- @CaplanTeachMe 
Ms. Kaye- @kaye_rhiannon 
Ms. Garrett- @TeamGarrett1st 
 
Grade 2: 
Ms. Scott- @MrsScott_JES 
Ms. White- @MissFlansClass 
Ms.  Pitts- @PittsClass 
Ms. Lugli- @luglilovesJES 
 
Grade 3:  
Ms. Anticoli- @janticoli 
Ms. El-Fayoumy- @MsElFayoumy 
 
Grade 4: 
Ms. Furletti- @furletti_grade4 
Ms. Lindsay- @Lindsayatcake 
Ms. Shelton- @jshelton_JES 
 
Grade 5:  
Ms. Detwiler- msdetwilercake 
Ms. Abrusci- @Ms_Abrusci 
 
Resource:  
Ms.  Macek- @KerryMacek 
Ms. Smith- @lsmith22bcps 
Ms. Fields- @hopedfields  
Ms. Breeden- @norma_breeden 
Ms. Lowman- @Carly_Brooks81  
Ms. Adams- @adams_jcake 
 
Special Areas: 
Mr.  Figola- @JFigola34 
Ms.  MacNichol- @JaguarArt 
Mr. Myers- @Johnnycakeart 
Ms. Cross- @rrkmne 
 
Administration:  
Ms.  Fortkamp- @FortkampBre 
Ms. Matthews- @rmatthews529 
Ms. Salaga- @salagamjm 



Physical Education News 
 

Caregivers, we truly hope your students have come home and shared some of the fun physical activities 
we have learned about and participated in during their physical education class during the first marking 
period.  we really hope they shared their adventures of going outside for class and enjoying football for the 
older students and exploring our movements with the younger students.   
During the second marking period all students can look forward to our any new and interesting activities 
in class.  At the beginning of the 2nd quarter intermediate students (grades3-5) will get right into our 
fitness testing, we use the FitnessGram test, and primary students (grades k-2) will get into our 
rolling/bowling unit.  After those units we plan to explore volleyball for the first time in class, and will 
play volleyball until the winter break.   When we return from winter break we will get right into our jump 
rope unit and our jump rope for heart fundraiser.  So please be on the look-out for that fundraiser after 
Winter break.  Last year we surpassed our goal and students got to slime Ms. Fortkamp and Mr. Figola. 
Let’s see what he will do this year if we surpass our goal.   
Please remind your students to wear tennis shoes on the days that they have physical education class.  
When the weather starts to get cooler, if you put your student in boots to come to school please try to 
remember	to	put	a	pair	of	tennis	shoes	in	their	backpack	to	change	into	for	PE	class.			
	 We are excited about our continued work and our jump rope for heart fundraiser.    
 Thank you, Coach Figola and Coach Campbell 
 

 
 

Attention! 
Flu vaccines will not be offered at 
Johnnycake Elementary this year. 

 

Art News 
 

Why Art Matters? 
Nonverbal communication and 
expression, critical thinking skills, 
differentiated instruction to reach 
all learners, IMPROVES the sense 
of self. 
 
Activity planned in the classroom: 
1st Grade; Elmer and Blue Dog  
(Sharing some of my favorite 
children's books)  
3rd Grade; Mobiles and 
Alexander Calder  
5th Grade; cityscapes, why do 
people move to bigger cities?  
  
Mr.Barry Myers 
Art Teacher  
Johnnycake Elementary/ Hillcrest 
Elementary  
@johnnycakeart 
 
 

Tentative Assessment Schedule for State Testing 
Johnnycake Elementary School  

 
Parents during the school year our students in grades 3-5 must take 
state exams. These exams are very important as they are designed to 
provide us with detailed information on how your child is performing 
in comparison to other students across the state of Maryland. Please 
review the assessment schedule below to help us ensure that your child 
is here during this time for state testing.  

• March 8 & 9 and March 12 & 13 – MISA Science (Maryland 
Integrated Science Assessments) – 5th Grade Students 

• April 24 – May  15 – PARCC ( Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Career Readiness) – Grades 3rd – 5th  
 April 24 – April 26: Grade 3 Reading 
 April 27 – May 1: Grade 4 Reading 
 May 2 – May 4: Grade 5 Reading 
 May 8 - 9: Grade 3 Math 
 May 10 – 11: Grade 4 Math 
 May 14 – 15: Grade 5 Math 

School News Johnnycake Elementary  Page 8 of 13 



 
The Literacy and Math Committee was so excited to 

see all the families present at our first Math and 
Literacy Family Fun Night. 

 
Please read with your students on a nightly basis. 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 
Happy reading! 

	
 

School News 

Attendance Update 
We are doing a great job with attendance! 
Thank you to our amazing parents and 
guardians.  As a school we ended quarter 
1 at 96.18% average daily attendance for 
grades K-5.  Our school wide attendance 
goal is 96%.  The grade with the best 
attendance is 4th grade with 97.9%.  Way 
to go- keep up the great work!    

 

Attention Parents!  
 

Book-It is underway! This is Johnnycake’s 
reading initiative to encourage reading 
every night. It started in October and 
ends in March.  
Your child has received a November 
calendar.  Encourage your child to read 
every day and color in each day on the 
calendar. At the end of each month, you 
and your child can sign the calendar and 
send it back in to their teacher. Thank 
you for your continued support! Happy 
reading! 

Climate Committee 
The Climate Committee met recently to discuss our 
goals for this school year. During the meeting we 
discussed ways that we can help teach families all of the 
amazing ways we are using Virtue Language at school 
in order to help support efforts to continue using Virtue 
Language at home. We also discussed a way to increase 
positive student behavior by creating an incentive that 
allows students to partake in activities that bring good to 
our community through volunteering, helping and 
creating. We are excited to set goals and work to 
achieve them. 
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Community Committee  
 
The Professional Learning Community (PLC) is 
excited to move into the second quarter. Our 
PLC has been working to develop school wide 
incentive and initiatives. We are starting with 
recognizing attendance. Students who have 
perfect attendance at the end of each quarter 
will receive a certificate to be sent home with 
their report card. Our PLC is also working to 
incorporate our monthly virtue initiative. We are 
working on organizing a Teacher Talent Show 
to raise money for Kids Helping Hopkins!  Look 
for more information in January. 



  

 
 
One of our roles as School Social Workers, is to help families locate and connect with resources both within the 
school and in the community that can help strengthen families so that our students are able to come to school each 
day ready to learn and grow. As the leaves fall off the trees, and we’ll be inside more, it’s a good time to try out new 
ways to communicate as a family.  
The Family Tree is one agency that is available to help with a website full of parenting tips, educational articles and 
a 24 hour hotline for caregivers to call if you have questions or need ideas to help with a parent-child issue. Check 
out their new Flip the Script campaign at thefamilytreemd.org or call them at 800 243 7337. The messages are 
similar to the programs we are using at school such as the Virtues Project, Restorative Practices and the Zones of 
Regulation. 
Looking for a resource in your community to help with a family issue?                 
2-1-1 Maryland can help connect you to health and human service resources in your community 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, in over 180 languages. You can either look on their website http://211md.org/ or call 211 to speak with 
a resource specialist who can assist you. 
If you have any questions about the resources shared or are in search of something else to help your child succeed in 
school, please feel free to contact us at school and be sure to join us for our Chat and Chew Family Workshops. 
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Asthma and “Flu” 
 

A child with asthma is at greater risk than most children for serious complications from influenza (flu) and 
pneumonia. To protect your child against the flu, he/she should be immunized every year.  
The seasonal flu changes slightly every year and that is why it is important to get vaccinated every fall.                                                                                                             

•  The flu vaccines will NOT be given in school this year. 

Please call your child’s doctor to make an appointment for a                                         
 
Flu Vaccine.                                                                                                             

 

Peanut/Tree-Nut Allergies  

In compliance with Maryland law, our school will designate a peanut and tree-nut free table in the 
cafeteria for use by student with medically documented allergies.  If your child has such an allergy 
and you would like to request this accommodation, please notify the school nurse, Ms. Ermer at 410-
747-8009.   

  



School Counseling Corner 
 
Mrs. Gordon and Ms. Parravano are excited to announce that for the 
month of November we will be talking about self-discipline in our 
classroom guidance lessons.  We urge you to discuss with your child 
what they learned from the lesson! 
 
 
Music 
Music has taken off early this year.  Our new teacher, Mr. Gerlowski, continues 
to find his way around the school and is meeting all kinds of new friends.  Mr. 
G, Mrs. Hampt, and Mr. Meyers continue to spread the musical message to 
everyone they see.   
 
Primary classes have been working hard on note identification and steady beat, 
setting the pulse of the school.   
 
Intermediate friends have been working on a variety of things:  4th graders are 
getting ready for their first concert; 3rd grade continues to work through 
routines of playing instruments, and 5th graders are playing guitar and 
keyboards galore!  CALS friends continue to blow us away with their hard work, 
and the 5th graders in the instrumental program have been ‘bebop-ing’ their 
way behind the stage. We’re all excited to see what the 2nd quarter brings.   
 
IMPORTANT Date - our Winter Concert will be December 21, 2017 and it 
features the hard-working 1st graders and the eager-beaver 4th grade; we can’t 
wait! 
 
 

 

Spanish Passport Program 2017-2018 
 
 

Dear Families, 
 
¡Hola!  My name is Ashley Pearson and I am happy to be your child’s 
Spanish Teacher this year. I am very excited for my first year teaching at 
Johnnycake Elementary School. I taught Spanish levels 2, 3, and 4 at 
Loch Raven High School for 4 years. This quarter 4th grade students have 
learned how to say their names, age, birthday, telephone number, and 
colors in Spanish. The 5th grade students have learned how to describe 
their family members and express their likes and dislikes. It has been a 
great year so far! I look forward to continuing to help your children to 
enjoy their bilingual experience. 
 

Feel free to email me at apearson2@bcps.org for any questions/or 

comments.  ¡Adios! 

 



        
 

            ESOL 
 
Mr.	Isaacs	has	been	collaborating	with	the	3rd	and	4th	grade	teachers	to	provide	ELL	
students	with	coaching	on	reading,	writing,	listening,	and	speaking	skills.	

In	addition,	he	has	been	pulling	groups	to	work	on	an	authentic	task,	making	a	film	
about	a	country	of	their	choice.	To	do	this	we	have	been	learning	about	maps,	land	
form,	text	features	and	more.	Students	are	now	engaging	with	non-fiction	texts	and	
using	the	internet	to	prepare	information	before	they	write	their	movie	script.		

Please	feel	free	to	contact	us	by	phone	or	email	if	you	ever	have	any	questions	or	
concerns.	410-887-0823	 	

• Rhonda	Elliott-Hall:	Kindergarten,	1,	2,	5,		
&	All	Newcomers	

relliotthall@bcps.org	
• Joseph	Isaacs:	Grades	3	and	4	

jsaacs@bcps.org	
 
 
 
Wow! It’s already the end of Quarter 1!   
 

Worried about your child’s academic progress over the upcoming long 
weekends and breaks?  Have no fear! 

 
Your child can still access BCPS One from home.  iReady and Dreambox, which 
can both be accessed through BCPS One, are great for helping your child with 
individualized lessons and skills.  By logging onto BCPS One, your child can 
continue learning about various topics by accessing Brain Pop, Brain Pop, Jr. 
and Tumblebooks!  

 
Also, try to check out the local library for some books to read – Happy Reading! 
If you need to contact us, we can be reached at: 
 
Danielle Adams  dadams3@bcps.org 
Valerie Atwell   vatwell@bcps.org 
Carly Lowman   clowman@bcps.org 
Iris Piekarz   ipiekarz@bcps.org 
 

  



 
Support the JES Parent Teacher 

Association (PTA) 
We would like to encourage parent and 
guardians to support our PTA and become a 
PTA member for the new school year.  Our 
PTA works hard to support our staff, students 
and families through family events, teacher 
support and other programs at JES.  An 
individual membership costs $8 and a family 
membership costs $10.  The next PTA 
meeting is November 28 at 6:30.  We hope to 
see you there!  
 

 
 
 

Johnnycake Elementary 
5910 Craigmont Road 
Catonsville, Maryland 

21228 

Phone: 
(410) 887-0823 

Fax: 
(410) 887-1048 

We’re on the Web! 
www.johnnycakees.bcps.org 

Reach Me… Teach Me 

Family Engagement  
Parents, grandparents, and guardians please join us each month for our Chat and Chews.  Each month is a different 
topic that will hopefully enrich your life and your students.  Below is a list of upcoming Chat and Chews. 
Dec. 12th    Stress Management, Climate and Restorative Practices  
Jan 11th      9:00-10:00    Mental Health   @ Edmondson Heights 
Feb 13th     Topic to be Determined 
Mar 20th     9:00-10:30   Autism Awareness- Honestly Autism Day.       
Apr 10th    Topic to be Determined 
May 21st     Summer Slide    
 
 

Important - Volunteer training must be done at least 1 week prior to an event or field trip. There will be NO 
EXCEPTION so please complete the training as soon as possible.  We will no longer process or approve 
volunteer forms that are received less than a week before an event date.  Volunteer training must be 
completed every school year.      

1. The training can be done online at BCPS.org.  You will go over to the Community or Parent tab, click on 
Volunteer with BCPS, and follow the directions.  You may also schedule a time with Danielle Phillips, 
Family Engagement Liaison and do the training at Johnnycake.    

2. Once the training is complete the school will need a copy of the application and the certificate you received.  
3. The documents can be emailed to dphillips3@bcps.org, faxed to 410-887-1048, or sent in with your 

student.  
4. Once we receive the documents an administrator will do a background check.  Provided there are no issues 

you will then be able to volunteer at Johnnycake Elementary.    
 

Johnnycake has a Lending Library 
v Parents can sign out games to help with reading and math.   
v Students will have fun while learning.  
v We also have books to help with reading, math, child development  

and more.        
v Materials can stay out 2 weeks or longer if needed. 
v It’s free and easy! 

See Danielle Phillips, Family Engagement Liaison for more information, or email at dphillips3@bcps.org. 
For additional information and resources please see Danielle Phillips in the school lobby, call 410-887-0823, or 
email me at dphillips3@bcps.org. 
 


